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By August Marlborough had reached the French
frontier and laid siege to Menin in France, which
surrendered on August 22. Later, the captures of
Dendermonde and Ath put the whole of Belgium
into the hands of the Allies.

Victory presents problems almost as complex,
if not quite as severe, as those of defeat. Louis
XIV's problem was at least straightforward - to
repair as best he could the damage done and to
defend his frontiers. But with the conquest of the
Spanish Netherlands, full of valuable booty, the
Allies at once fell out among themselves. Godol-
phin, aware of the feeling at home, began to press
on Marlborough the need of doing something for
English interests, such as taking Dunkirk, which
was the port whence French privateers were
effectively menacing English commerce. Marl-
borough felt that he must not only refuse to carry
out this project immediately, but must insist that
in order to hold the alliance together England
should declare that she had no territorial ambi-
tions in this area. The Dutch were less restrained.
They saw before their eyes the objects for which
they had mainly entered the war fully attained.
In a flash of Marlborough's sword the towns
which they coveted to form their barrier against
French aggression had become available. But
the Austrians, for their part, claimed the right to
rule Belgium as part of the Spanish Empire of
which their Archduke Charles had been acknow-
ledged by the Allies as sole heir. Marlborough
cared little for the final settlement of the rival
claims. His one aim was now to hold the alliance